
LAKE MARY CITY COMMISSION

Lake Mary City Hall
100 N. Country Club Road

WORK SESSION

THURSDAY, AUGUST 21, 2014 5:30 PM

1. Items for Consideration

A. Medical Marijuana

2. THE ORDER OF ITEMS ON THIS AGENDA IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE

Per the direction of the City Commission on December 7, 1989, this meeting will not 
extend beyond 11:00 P. M. unless there is unanimous consent of the Commission to 
extend the meeting.

PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES NEEDING ASSISTANCE TO PARTICIPATE IN 
ANY OF THESE PROCEEDINGS SHOULD CONTACT THE CITY ADA 
COORDINATOR AT LEAST 48 HOURS IN ADVANCE OF THE MEETING AT 
(407) 585-1424.

If a person decides to appeal any decision made by this Commission with respect to any 
matter considered at such meeting or hearing, he or she will need a record of the 
proceedings, and that, for such purpose, he or she may need to ensure that a verbatim 
record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence 
upon which the appeal is to be based.  Per State Statute 286.0105.
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NOTE:  If the Commission is holding a meeting/work session prior to the regular 
meeting, they will adjourn immediately following the meeting/work session to have 
dinner in the Conference Room.  The regular meeting will begin at 7:00 P. M. or as 
soon thereafter as possible.



MEMORANDUM

DATE: August 21, 2014

TO: Mayor and City Commission

FROM: Gary Schindler, City Planner

THRU: John Omana, Community Development Director

VIA: Jackie Sova, City Manager

SUBJECT: Medical Marijuana

DISCUSSION: On November 4, 2014, the residents of the State of Florida will have 
the opportunity to vote on an amendment to the State Constitution to allow the use of 
marijuana for medical purposes.  Should the proposed constitutional amendment to 
allow medical marijuana pass, the Seminole County Sheriff plans to challenge the law 
and prohibit medical marijuana dispensaries throughout the County.

If the Sheriff is not successful, local governments could subsequently adopt zoning and 
separation criteria for medical marijuana dispensaries.  In light of these “what ifs” and in 
an effort to be proactive, staff has studied specific changes to the City’s Land 
Development Code in an attempt to deal with where medical marijuana dispensaries 
may locate.  

In developing potential revisions to the City’s existing Code of Ordinances, the following 
criteria need to be taken into consideration:

1. Issues for Local Governments to Consider – There are a number of issues 
with which local governments shall be faced.  These include the following:  1) 
prohibition; 2) the impacts of dispensaries on existing development; 3) zoning; 4) 
security standards; 5) permitting; 6) smoking bans; 7) fire hazard; 8) licensing 
requirements; 9) drug testing of employees; 10) law enforcement.  There is also 
the issue of how to treat mainstream pharmacies that fill prescriptions for 
medicines containing synthetic THC.  



2. Zoning & Location Requirements - Staff has considered treating medical 
marijuana dispensaries comparable to pain management clinics.  As such, they 
would be conditional uses and allowed to locate in the M-1A & the M-2A zoning 
districts.  Additionally, the separation requirements associated with pain 
management clinics would also be proposed for the medical marijuana 
dispensaries.  Separation would be required between dispensaries; and between 
dispensaries and pain management clinics; daycare centers; houses of worship; 
schools; congregate living facilities; nursing homes, and residences.  The 
regulations would propose hours of operation and would prohibit loitering and the 
on-site consumption of alcohol beverages.

The final details of any local regulations regarding the zoning and separation 
requirements of medical marijuana dispensaries will depend upon the specifics of 
the documents that come out of Tallahassee, if it is approved in November.  

3. Other Local Governments - Attached is a table showing what other local 
governments are doing.   

4. The City Attorney has provided several documents related to medical marijuana.  
These are as follows: 1) Florida League of Cities – Medical Marijuana; 2)US 
Department of Justice – Memorandum for all United States Attorneys & 3) 
California Police Chiefs Association’s Task Force on Marijuana Dispensaries -
White Paper of Marijuana Dispensaries.    

REQUEST FOR DIRECTION:  Staff requests City Commission input and direction 
regarding the issue of regulating medical marijuana dispensaries. 

ATTACHMENTS:

• Pain Management Clinics regulations
• Table of Other Local Governments
• Florida League of Cities Memorandum – Medical Marijuana
• US Department of Justice Memo – Guidance Regarding Marijuana Related 

Financial Crisis 
• California Police Chiefs Association’s Task Force on Marijuana Dispensaries -

White Paper of Marijuana Dispensaries

Gary/Medical Marijuana Memo
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